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Iocatian and Date

Irdia Houre, the beudjuariters éf u soclety of persons interected
in American shipping and comssrce occupies the entire width of the
narroy block on the south side of Nunover SQuare. It stands between
Stone and Pearl Streets or William Street which here curves sustward.
Without reverting te the contour of the shore front &t this point in
Putch und English Colonial times, or to the early land titles there
(these being fully described by i"iss Jennie F. Wacarthy, historicel
expert of the Title Cuurantee & Trust Co., in

Vol. II. of Stokes' loonography of Vanhuttan Island),

suffice it to suy thut the greet fire of NHov. 16 und 17, 1835, razed
&ll the buildings in this purt of the city as fur north as fall Strset.
{EEEE:, Vi 1735-368.)

i small pamphlst presenting a brief historicul and descripiive

1

account of the bwilding, prepured by Yr. HW. ', Foster, of the M. Y.
Title & Hortgaze Co., for penerul distribution by Indiax House, states:
"{t is very probubly that the building now etinding =t “o. 1 Hancver
Square is really the first structure thut was built on this property az
s whole... “hile the tax records of New York City do rot g0 back to
this dste, other records shoing transfers of the real ssiate involved,
w_.thout descriviug the bulldings thereor, indieute thut the present
home of India Fouse was bullt by one Richard Carmun in the general re=-

construction of 1837 which followned the big fire."

architectural and Fistorical Description

It is likely thut when Pirst bullt the =difice consirted of two ofice

buildings. & lithogruphic view of it, duted 185D, hanging on the wall
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Irdia House : N.Y.
31. Nevo

of one of the third-Tlour dining rooms of India House, shows two sep- -9~

sarate entrances with stons steps leauding to such, and the rame "Hanover
Buildings" above the cornice. The rnorth fucsde in the vies shows

thres stories of windowa gbove the Lussaent, srd these windows, eilght in

4

number on emch flour, were evenly spaced except at the centre where the

space betwesen thew le rlder,--mazde necessary, doubtless, %o accow.odate

the origirial centrel Aivision-wall hetween the two bulldings,

o
D
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he Hanover Bank acquired the property in 12851 (so kr. Foster says).
snd tosk for itselfl the cld nawe of thz Square. It ocecunied half of the
building for banking purposss, while the other “alf wus used by hobert

S
i

L. deitland & Co., a Tirs of eGeo innorters. what if ony chenges
were ..ade in the interior or on the exterior at that time is not del-
initely krown.
after the Herowver Bany woved out, the property came into the
nossession of fiobert L. Vaitland (see pamphlet shove aentioned); and
N

in 1872 was ocecunied by the ¥ew York Cotton kxchange, for whowm the two

buildinge wers altered inte w single bullding «ith one centrul entrunce

on the firet floor reacihed by stone steps. where vow the central
euntrance-7all is was then the "pit" of the Bxehsnge. The wresent stair-

vay wwith ite heavy black walaut soste and rails was [roebubls Yuilt at thaet

el
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TR . The metnl balustrads = ow on the huilding above the r-of line vusg

slco udded, it is belleved, when the wwo buildirzs were throim together

T

by the removal of the division-rall.

Tre Hwcharge ven thers urtil IRBG, witen lhe ¥1ilding was aejuired
by illium ¥. Grace & Co., ship-line wvimers an? bunkers, (See vwanhlet,)

The purchase by then »f three wdiacent houses on +he south sore than

doutled the urss nf the iroperty; end az.in olterations were ragcessary
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Indisa House:

to fit the coﬁbined biildings for the ﬁgréantile-ﬁariﬁa interests 6f :.”
new ocoupanﬁs. They remuired until 1613, :.rheﬁ they ocouwied largsr
in the rew office building oprosite on Pzarl Street.

"India ﬂousa; w3 an organization, came into being in 1814 wlen a group
of busiﬁeés men, hesded by Juues a. Terrelld und~?illurd Straight, decidad 
to found & mecting-place in the intersst of foreign utrade.”  The building:.
at Mumber @ﬁe, Haroover Sgusre bsing vecant, India Nouse rented it ffom
Georze Thret sho was then the owner. {see puauiphlet.)

""xtensive slterations were :uude snd the rooms fitted out in the
epirit of the early Amer’cun over seas trade." v, Yiraight donated
Chinese urt objects. *r. Farrell, the president, suve then und later
rare rhin-nodels, enfravinge and Laintings. The american lfsiatie
Institute gave « collection of wictures of ssiatic courtries and ergraved

+

portraite of lexders of imerican commerce.  Mrs. Straight wade an out-

right 5ift of oujsets treviously loaned to the Club, ineludinz 35 ship-

acdels, marine relics, saintings and orints. £11 of these ohjzcts, now
distributod throughout the several dining-rooms, lounge, ofiice,
corrideore, este., of ithe building wiwvidly illurirate the =aiting-ship
era and seafaring life.

Parly in 19218, Willurd Struizib boagit e property with the idem

hat India Nouse might soms duy vish to o

ih. after is death,

o

Prs. Leonard Hlmhirst {formérly r=e Straight; zenerously arranged
convenient terms for India House to vurchase the pro.erty in Tebruury,
1621, ™ the expiration of certuin lesses in 1924, the interior was
rearrangad snd rebullt itk nst effactive lavmony of srchitectural

dgtails by “r. W. Ae Delano, architoet, of Ts. York. One of the uost
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.. . atiructive feutures is the beautifu? *urine Hoom vhich ras created at -9q-

that time, also the work of Mr. Delano.

Srivten, April 24, 1834, by

Thomas ¥. Hoteh¥iss
118 Pins St., Peskskill, ¥W. Y.
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